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   China has long been the predominant supplier of the rare earths, which mostly 
comes from Inner Mongolia. With the environment worsening by mining and the 
proven reserves dropping to 37%, China imposed strict rare earth export quotas 
in 2010, claiming that it would try to curtail pollution and preserve resources. 
 
   However, the US was greatly affected and even irritated because the price of 
the rare earths soared by hundreds of percent due to the limits on exports of rare 
earths. On 13 March 2012, the United States requested consultations with China 
with respect to China’s restrictions on the export of various forms of rare earths, 
tungsten and molybdenum, followed by the European Union, Japan and Canada. 
   On March 26th, 2014, China has lost the dispute at the World Trade 
Organization over limits on rare earth and metals exports, handing Europe and 
the United States a victory over what they see as Beijing's unfair trade practices. 
 
   After presenting the brief introduction to our conference, it’s time to go back to 
our design. This council will consist of 20 delegations, namely 40 delegates, 
almost the same as the real situation. It is important to note that besides the 
conventional rules, the dais will represent a “panel” which is composed by the 
Director-General and will have an important influence on the process of the 
conference. 
 
   Since this conference requires knowledge of economy, politics and many other 
aspects, we are eager to receive applications for dais members from more 
MUNers who boast a solid academic basis. Also, as the designers, we hope you 
can get a general idea of the conference before you apply for the dais. We will 
look through all the applications and pick the most suitable ones for us. But 
whether you will be a part of us or not, thanks for your attention! 
 
   We sincerely hope that you could be a part of this committee. Any questions 
please contact us through cmunc2014WTO@163.com or directly contact our dais 
head Xingjie Li through lixingjie6@gmail.com. 
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    More than one hundred years ago, during 1861 to 1865, after seven Southern 
slave states declared their secession and formed the Confederate States of 
America, a civil war erupted in America, entitled American Civil War. The once 
'United' States no longer existed – the North and the South were split into two 
opposing parts instead, the once united and prosperous nation was afflicted by 
unimaginable losses. 
 
   In the days of the market revolution, the Mexican War, the discovery of gold 
and territorial expansion, differences between North and South were dwarfed by 
their common interest in establishing a new nation. During the 19th century the 
South remained almost completely agricultural, with an economy and a social 
order largely founded on slavery and the plantation system. Meanwhile, the 
North had its own great agricultural resources, which was always more advanced 
commercially, and was also expanding industrially. The two parties have 
intensified divergences on various issues, ranging from taxes, bilateral trade to 
slave problems, the territorial settlement and the future regime of this country. 
 
   Here we set this Joint Crisis committee, reproducing the cabinets of the two 
parties. However, we don’t simply regard it as the recount of historical events. 
Instead, with the delegates’ profound preparation and the chairs’ reasonable 
leading, America’s future is held in our hands. It would be time to see if we can 
alter the course of history by pursuing some of the most thoughts-provoking 
counterfactual questions of the relations between the Confederacy and the Union. 
 
   Delegates, innovatively, would act in the committee on behalf of each 
continent. Three unalienable sections are needed for the committee’s structure: 
The Joint1 (The Union), Joint2 (The Confederacy), and the one who pulls the 
strings behind the curtain, The Crisis Centre. 
 
   The two subcommittees have been structured to parallel each other. The Dais 
Members of Joint 1 and Joint 2 would take turns at serving as the supreme leader 
of the two parties, Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Hamilton Davis respectively. 
They are the ones who preside over the conferences and make appropriate 
adjustments to ensure the smooth going of the committee. 
 
   Independent from the committee, the Dais Members of the Crisis Center are 
responsible for processing and making responses to committee documents, 
publishing updates and crises and releasing intelligence, etc. We want this design 
to model real lives while emphasizing mostly on the urgency and complexity of 
every move the delegates make. 



 

 

 
   God Bless America! 
 
 
 
T O P I C :  The First Middle East War 
D E L E G A T I O N :  Double Delegation 
D A I S  H E A D :  Shiyu, JI 
                            High School Affiliated to Fudan University 16’ 
C O - D E S I G N E R :  Yiyang, LI 
                                  High School Affiliated to Fudan University 16' 
   As the designers of this committee, we are more than happy to see you guys 
paying close attention to our conference. Here we are now, as the UN Security 
Council in 1948, confronted with numerous issues to discuss. 
 
   In 1948, the Jews in Israel declared the sovereignty of the country at an area 
where used to be governed by Palestine. To be frank, it wasn’t accurate to put it 
as ‘governed by Palestine’ for Palestine was never recognized as a concrete state, 
and many had prejudice against this Arabic region, including the United Nation. 
UN General Assembly passed Resolution 181 in 1947, very much like an 
inequitable resolution, urging Palestine to turn in fourteen thousand square 
kilometers of its land to form a new state called ‘Israel’. Apparently, that aroused 
the indignation of the Palestinians. Then, after approximately 200 days of God-
given peace, out broke the war, which was later referred to as the first Arab-
Israeli conflict. 
 
   After generally presenting the background information of our conference, let’s 
cut back to our real world simulation. This time, United Nations Security Council 
will be consisting of approximately 38 delegates, including 5 permanent 
members, 10 nonpermanent members and 4 observers. Despite its relatively small 
size, we have a considerable numbers of issues to discuss. Our basic task is to deal 
with the war currently taking place in Palestine. Thus, we will need to update to 
the latest information about the war continuously during our meeting sessions. 
The delegates will also be given time to fight for their countries 
 
   Having considered the complexity of the real situation in Middle East during 
the year of 1948, we would like to have altogether 5 dais members on board. We 
need two members to be in charge of posting the latest battle info during the 
conference, one representing the Arabic Union, the other deputed as the official 
of Israel. Of course, there will still be other dais members evaluating delegates’ 

The Security Council 1948�



 

 

performances and doing general paper work, so we are planning to recruit two to 
three more members. 
 
    The conventional rules and procedures will be changed in some aspects in 
order to offer a better and a more unforgettable Model United Nation experience 
to our delegates. We are working on additional rules based on the HMUN rules 
such as providing delegates with time to make contract between countries and 
sending agenda to the council, so as to simulate the real conference in the UNSC. 
 
    We expect your participation in the committee construction, so should you 
have ANY question about our committee, please feel free to contact us through e-
mail tonyleehappy@126.com, or you can directly contact our dais head, Shiyu JI, 
through davidjishiyu@126.com. 
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